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 “Worshiping, learning, living, and serving together in the name of Jesus Christ.” 

 With all the wacky weather we’ve had the 
last year or so around the world (hurricanes, a warm 
winter, many early spring tornadoes), there’s been a 
lot of speculation about the earth’s long-term 
weather pattern.  Perhaps global warming is causing 
all this, signaling troubling times ahead for planet 
Earth. 
 However, this week I heard on the news an 
interesting counterpoint to all this global warming 
conjecture.  It seems, according to one expert mete-
orologist, that we appear to be in the waning stages 
of all this stormy weather.  Evidently this cycle of 
hurricanes and tornadoes is about to replaced with a 
period of cooler temperatures and less violent 
weather patterns. 
 

 Who do we believe?  It’s hard to tell.  The 
only thing it seems we can count on is the unpre-
dictability of the weather.  Just when we think we 
can figure it out, something different happens to 
take us in a new direction. 
 God, like the planet God created, is about to 
do something different, too.  With Easter, we are 
reminded again that God does not let old patterns of 
death and destruction win out.  A new page is about 
to be turned with Christ’s resurrection.  Just when it 
looks as though pain and suffering will have the 
final word, an empty tomb proves to us that new 
life will cancel out certain heartache.  A new pat-
tern takes shape. 
 This message of new life can also inspire us 
and give us hope that old patterns of living littered 
with frustration or aimlessness can be turned into 
new periods of life filled with greater optimism, 
faith, and success. 
 Easter is a great time for changing course.  
And the God who makes all things new stands 
ready to lead the way.  Happy Easter! 
 

Have you thought about and planned out where 
your assets will go when you die?...God calls us to 
be good stewards—in life and in death—of the 
riches God has granted.  To help us all think about 
these important matters, the Foundation Fund 
Board is sponsoring a seminar at the church on May 
4.  It will focus on the Biblical foundation for stew-
ardship and the many ways we can leave a legacy to 
our families and our other charitable interests 
through our wills and planned gifts.  The same pres-
entation will be offered twice:  at 2 p.m. and at 7 
p.m.  Please join us. 

Easter Services 8 and 10:30 am 
Easter Path 9 am 

Easter Breakfast 9 am 

CHANGING THE COURSE 

PLANNED GIVING SEMINAR 
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THE FAMILY OF LONGTIME 
MEMBER JESSIE SMITH, who 
passed away at the age of 97 on Sat-
urday, April 1st.  Jessie’s Service of 
Witness to the Resurrection was 
held at the church on Thursday, 
April 6th. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH TUESDAY EVE-
NING GOLF LEAGUE 
APRIL 25 – AUG 22…Sign 
up for the golf league now (17 
weeks – pay for 16). Tee times 
are 5:30, 5:37, 5:45, and 5:52. 
Applications are on the table in 
the Narthex or call Will Craig at 292-5272. Play 
starts on April 25th and ends August 22nd.  With 
cart, the cost will be $224.00 for the season. For 
walkers, the cost will be $112.00 for the season. For 
Fontenelle Members, the cost will be $7.00 per 
round for cart rental, $112.00 for the season. A spe-
cial bonus for league members is free golf green fees 
prior to league start and after September 20th. Sign 
up now and get some early free golf. 

BATTER UP!  Yes, it’s soft-
ball season, and we are looking 
at starting up our church soft-
ball team again!  We are look-
ing for men and women 
(teenagers 16+ and young adults 
are welcome too!) who enjoy 
fun and fellowship and would 

like to play on the church co-ed league this summer.  
We hope to join our team with Avery Presbyterian 
again this year.   Deadline for registration with the 
city is April 28th.  If you are interested in playing, 
please contact John Dart (291-1688) or Margaret in 
the church office (291-1104).  The first game is Sat-
urday, May 13th, so let’s get a team together and 
have some fun!  GO FIRST! 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ANNUAL GARAGE 
AND CRAFT SALE  will be held on Saturday, 
April 29 th this year, which is just a couple weeks 
away!  You may start dropping items off at the 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS  

church the week of Monday, April 24th.   Chil-
dren's clothing to age 6 will be accepted.  We do 
not accept large appliances, mattresses, tires, sinks 
etc.  All other donations will be gladly accepted.  If 
you need assistance getting items up to the church, 
please let us know and we’ll be happy to help with 
transporting items.  Thanks! Your Fellowship Com-
mittee. 

NOTES OF THANKS FROM MEM-
BERS...Dear Friends at Church, Thank you so 
much for the calls, cards, dinner and visits during 
my surgery and recovery.  I appreciate everything 
so much.  Thank you for your prayers, as well as 
Pastor Matt’s visit while in the hospital.  Blessings, 
Angie Arnold 

Dear Pastor Matt, Deacons and Church Family, We 
would like to thank Pastor Matt for his visits and 
the wonderful memorial service.  We would also 
like to thank the Deacons for the wonderful lunch 
that was provided after the service.  And many 
thanks as well to our Church family for all their 
thoughtfulness during this difficult time.  The Shot-
tenkirk and Hudson Families 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MYRTLE CER-
VEN, who is a first time Great Grandmother!  Myr-
tle’s great grandson was born March 19 at Midlands 
hospital.  Congratulations as well to the parents, Joe 
and Teresa Shepherd, maternal grandmother Janice 
Valalentour and paternal grandparents Mr. & Mrs. 
Tom Shepherd. 

A SPECIAL THANK 
YOU TO DON AND 
BARB CARLSON for 
donating a wheelchair to 
the Church.  It was a very 

generous donation and will be put to very good use!  
Thanks so much! 

W E  K E E P  I N 
PRAYER...Elaine Smith, recov-
ering from knee surgery; Mary 
Walker; Stan and Cay Lutz, 
Dorothy Whye, Gabriel Adams, 
recovering from surgery. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

LOOKING FORWARD TO EASTER 
FUN...Easter morning will offer  lots of great 
chances to celebrate the Resurrection with our 
friends and with our children.   No traditional Sun-
day School will be held, but there will be plenty of 
other great activities going on from 9-10:15. 

An Easter Egg Hunt will be on-going for our young 
kids out in the oak grove, weather permitting.  Chil-
dren can pick up a bag next to the patio doors in the 
Family Life Center and go out in groups of 10 to 
hunt for eggs.  Remember, the eggs will be empty– 
just like the tomb. The children will be encouraged 
to hunt for five eggs of different colors.  They will 
then bring the eggs back into the Parlor, where they 
will be given a different prize for each different 
color of egg that they returned. 

The Deacons will be providing their delicious 
Easter breakfast for our congregation in-between 
the two church services.  If you are hunting for eggs 
or going on the Easter path, there should still be time 
for you to sit down and enjoy this special treat. 

The Easter Path will also begin at 9:00.  If you 
have not signed up for a time to go on the Path yet, 
please stop by the table in the Parlor and talk to 
Linda Fouts, who will find a time for you to be in-
cluded.  The Easter Path groups will meet at their 
assigned times-  9:00, 9:10, 9:20 or 9:30– in the Par-
lor and will then be escorted down to begin their 
walk together.  Our hope is that this new project will 
help our children to better understand the true mean-
ing of Easter and why we celebrate this day with 
such JOY! 

PIZZA & A MOVIE ON THE BIG 
SCREEN...Christian Friends would like to invite 
any of our mentees, their families, and anyone else 
from our church family who would like to hear 
about the Christian Friends mentoring program to 
join us on Saturday, April 22nd at 6PM.  We will 
start with pizza and then enjoy a family-friendly 
movie together up on our big screen in the Family 
Life Center.  RSVP to Sarah by April 20th, please! 

YOUTH NEWS 

C.E. NEWS TO CELEBRATE:  The 
Christian Education Committee has lots of 
super news to share with you: 
· Lori Irvine has joined our committee– 

welcome, Lori! 
· Kim Grenon will direct our exciting Vacation 

Bible School this summer and build upon her 
success from last year! 

· Sunday School Offering Goal met!   You may 
remember that the kids decided that they would 
like to work towards a goal of raising $300 for 
Children’s Square by Easter.   Well….they 
made it!   

    Three cheers for our kids! 
     Three cheers for our youth,  
    whose offering amounts have tripled! 
    Three cheers for all our parents, who remem-
bered to help their young ones get offering put to-
gether in time for Sunday School!  Thank you, eve-
ryone!  We are making a difference for at risk kids. 

FLAMINGO PROJECT! Starting in May, the fun 
and  popular "You have been flocked" Flamingo 
Fundraiser is BACK for the Youth at First Pres.  So 
start checking your lawns for our little pink friends 
and please join in the fun as the Youth raise money 
to pay for their Mission Trip to Loveland Colo-
rado.  If a flock visits your home, for only a small 
fee we will remove the flamingos and have them 
delivered to someone else's yard.   Thank you for 
supporting the Youth and for taking the Flamingo 
Project in the fun spirit in which it was meant.  God 
Bless! 

MISSION TRIP MEETING:   MAY 7TH  follow-
ing the worship service please join Laura down-
stairs in the Youth Room for a parent/youth meet-
ing.  All going on the Mission trip to Colorado 
NEED to attend.  Laura has packets of information 
for all participants that must be filled out, signed 
and returned as soon as possible.  If you have any 
questions about the meeting or mission trip, please 
contact Laura Wondra at 706-1971.  Thank You! 
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Good Friday, April 14th, 

and Easter Monday, April 

17th.  The staff wishes you 

all a blessed Easter holiday 

and a Happy Spring! 


