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“Worshiping, learning, living, and serving together in the name of Jesus Christ.”

MEN'’S BIBLE
STUDY BEGINS
FEBRUARY

4th...Please join us at
the Church begin-
ning Saturday, Feb-
ruary 4th at 8:00 a.m.
A light breakfast will

MARK YOUR CALENDARS...IT'S
TIME FOR THE ANNUAL LOVE
DINNER! Sunday, February 12is
the date to mark on your calendar.
And for your viewing pleasure, we are
pleased to present “The Presbyterian
Game Show!” Tickets are $8 and will
be sold on January 9%nd February

be served. This Men’s Bible Study will 5". See you there! Your Fellowship
meet 1st and 3rd Saturdays eachCommittee

month.

If you would like more infor-

OTHER DATES TO ADD TO

mation, please contact Pastor Matt aly OUR CALENDAR:

the church.

NEW MEMBER
CLASSES WILL
BE HELD Febru-
ary 5th and 12th,
9:00 a.m. at the
Church. If you
know someone who
Is interested in join-
ing, please let them
know!

March 1 Ash Wednesday
No W.O.W.,, llluminate or Choir
that evening. Ash Wednesday wor-
ship will be here at First Presbyte-
rian at 7 pm, with a soup supper at
6 pm.

March 5 1st Sunday in Lent
April 2 Daylight Savings begins
April 9 Palm Sunday

April 16 Easter Sunday!



Are we “chasing after the wind” or are we
slowing down just enough to experience the things
that bring a greater sense of contentment and happi-
ness to our lives? Could it be that the whole act of

pleasing God, while not the key to our salvation, is
just the thing that might unlock a treasure chest of
happy moments that we have withheld from our-

selves for too long?

The other day, | uncovered a book on my By the way, I've putl4,000 Things to Be
shelf titled 14,000 Things to Be Happy Aboby Happy Abouback on my bookshelf.
Barbara Ann Kipfer. It includes page after page of

random things the author says should make us
happy. | was ready to throw it out when | showed it
to Margaret Banta and Sarah Clegern in the churcl
office. They were curious as to what was inside it,
so | read them a few examples: garbanzo beans;
sunlight making polka dots on noses as it spills ADULT CLASSES — Two classes meet each Sunday
down through oak leaves, throngs of businessmen inmorning at 9:00 a.m.What the Bible is All About
lvy League suits, and Italian waffle-weave bath tow- During February, this class continues a study of the
els. prophets and will cover Jeremiah through Amos. Join
this class in the new adult classroom in the lower
lever of the Family Life Center. Gifts: The Joy of
Serving God-This class, which meets in the Valley

Now, when | read these to Sarah and Marga-
ret, we all laughed. Each of these items didn’t nec-

essarily make us happy, but their peculiarity cer- Vista Room, will be looking at spiritual gifts. We are

tainty gntertained us for a moment. | went back to uniquely gifted by God. Join us as we explore what
my office and read a few more pages of the book oq's plan is for each of us and in the process dis-
before | would throw it away. And in doing S0, | cqyer the joy of serving Him!

discovered some items that resonated with me a little

more: believing that crying is good for you, laughter LET THE LIGHT SHINE!

being the best medicine, treating everyone with ci- It Is an important Job to bring

vility and respect, afternoon naps, the cheering of the the_ Light into the sanctuary
during each church service,

crowd, and singing in the shower. even when we are meeting in

More than anything else, this book reminds the Family Life Center! We
us that it's not often our grand accomplishments or have many trained 36"
our prized possessions that make us happy. Happi- graders who do a wonderful
ness is found in the little occurrences or things that job as acolytes....but now we
often fly right by us without ever being noticed. need their parents to sign

. . - them up for a Sunday or two.
It seems as though being committed to disci- An acolyte sign-up sheet is

pleship means having an easier time noticing thesep,sted on the Christian Education bulletin board for
small things that make us happy. King Solomon, your convenience. Thank you! If your child wants to
writing in Ecclesiastes 2:22, says, “To the one Who pe trained as an acolyte, just let Sarah know.

pleases God, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and
happiness but to the sinner God gives the task of HAVE ANY EXTRA CDITAPE PLAYERS? If

gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the %Z?HQ%VSee dagrg)ljtr:g ;ﬂ Cﬁiﬁgtetepﬁgiep(lz?%iridtgfltj(l)snnai-
gﬂgsmgoafit);?ﬁiswiigq; This too is meaningless, amg it to our Christian Education department. We

have several classrooms that would really appreciate



your gift! Music is a great way to reach children and
to help them learn about God. If you aren’t using that
extra boom box, we have many children and youth
who would enjoy it.

THE QUEST CONTINUES...We are still looking

for a library volunteer to help out with our church li- 5o pER BOWL OF CARING/SUPER BOWL
brary! This is a resource that can be a wonderful assetg ;\paY — On February 5th you'll have the chance

to our church and to each of us...are you the person;, join youth around the world to help put an end to

that we are searching for? hunger and poverty. Through the Souper Bowl of Car-
SCHOOL OF THE ARTS UPDATE Presbyterian ing, you'll truly make a DIFFERENCE in the lives of
Outreach had to make the difficult decision to cancel others. The youth will be taking our annual Souper
the School of the Arts program this year. There were Bowl offering. The money collected will go to a local
too few registrations to support the program. charity involved with food distribution to the

SARAH AND LAURA TO ATTEND APCE Sarah needy. Thank you for your generous support!

and Laura, (our Director of Children’s Ministries and MISSION TRIP 2006 JUNE 25- JULY 1°" — The

our Director of Youth Ministry), are excited to be able Jr. and Senior High group is teaming up with adults
to learn about the newest curriculum & education ideas and heading to Loveland, Colorado to participate in
at the Association of Presbyterian Christian Educators the Group sponsored work camp called “The Week
Conference this month. They will travel together to St. Of Hope”. Our youth will be meeting the spiritual,
Louis for this well-known conference from Feb. 1st emotional, and physical needs of children, youth and
through February 4th. They will be participating in adults. They will participate in community care pro-
five major workshops and perusing educational materi- jects such as tutoring kids, serving elderly people,
als to help us continue to move forward in the Chris- working at food banks, assisting at day camps, and
tian Education of our youth. sprucing up service agency facilities. There will be a

WORD ON WEDNESDAY WELCOMES NEW parent me_etlng oﬁ_ebruaryS immediately follow
CHILDREN W. h ¢ that h ing worship down in the Youth Room. If your youth

dded f € ?rz af[ppy ?ann?unce WaOV{l/s V€ is interested in going on the trip, please be at this
adde thf)ur newtsul eré)s S0 far Illn 0 (:ur ' "t ' Feré meeting. We only have a certain amount of slots
gram this semester: ur-enrofiment now Sits a available and want everyone to take part in this tre-
children and at least that many adult volunteers who

are involved in one wav. shape or form. Wav to do mendous experience. If you have any questions,
W.O W1 4 P ' y 1o 9o, please contact Laura Wondra.

YOUTH FELOWSHIP ...The Youth will be enjoy-

\C/QT\T/”?)NCEES;&%%A%A%%? C:;Eﬁ‘:w Ic\)/:/)IkLstor- ing a special day of fellowship drebruary 19" with

. ‘ the kids from Central Presbyterian Church. We will
Ward_ to welcoming the Ambassador 'I_'eam from Camp be going swimming and then back to Central for some
Calvin Crest on February 12th. This small team of pizza. The cost for this event is or§§.00 We will
adults will talk to our Sunday School children during meet-at First Pres 8t00pm and caravah over to Cen-
Gathetringt_ Tinlﬁ tthat morni?hg abohutdthle \:cariotlﬁfs CaMP a1, We will be swimming at the College of St. Mary
opportunities that are on the schedule for this year. _ _ o
TEE A-Team will also present a brief Minute for I\/>Ilis- from 3:30pm- 5:30pm After that it is back to Cen-

ion t r conareaation durin rshib on that Sun- tral for some pizza and pop. We will be returning to
zlgy a‘; \(/)vLé:IICO gregation during worship on that SUn- .ot preg aroun@:45pm. All parents will be called

by cell phones when we are headed back to First
CONNECTIONS is planning to meet on February Church. This sounds like a blast!! Please call me if
18th this month. Our host family is yet to be deter- you have any questions.

mined, but keep the date open!
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THE WESTMINSTER BELL CHOIR would like to WE KEEP IN PRAYER...Jodie Graham, Cay Lutz,
take this opportunity to express our sympathies to JohnDoris Larson, Char McAuliffe, Mary Walker, Dorothy
Dean, and his family, with the death of Millie Dean. The Whye,

' p ' P 9 HIKE... The annual Ten Commandment Hike will take

orlg_mal three octaves of our bells. She_played with the place on Saturday, February 4th. First Presbyterian is a
choir for many years and was greatly missed when they , . :
stopping point for this event.

moved to Chadron in the late 70's. Such a special
lady! Our prayers continue with the Dean family. SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: At its meeting on Janu-

COOK OFF WINNERS...Over 90 people shared fel- ary 19, the Session:

lowship and lots of chili at our annual cook-off. Ann Accepted the resignation of Carole Warnes as clerk of
Macdonald, Wendy Renter and the Hinks took top honors Session. The Session thanked Carole for her five
this year at a function that has become a fundraiser foryears of service in this important position. Elders also
the Babe Gomez chapter of the G.I. Forum. This year approved Betty Kieran as our new clerk of Session
Session, Fellowship and individual donors were able to effective in February.

present the chapter with $1000 for their scholarship pro-

gram Approved the Building Improvement Committee’s

request to sell the pews from the choir loft to the high-
A NOTE OF THANKS...Dear Pastor Matt and Church est bidder (the choir will be seated in chairs in the
Family, George and | can’t begin to thank you for the renovated chancel). If anyone is interested in pur-
prayers, visits, cards and food. We feel so blessed andchasing one or more of these pews, please contact

thank you all so very much. Linda Craig (292-5272).

Lovingly, Jodie Graham Approved the formation of a congregational Vision-
COPIES OF THE 2006 BUDGET ARE AVAILABLE ing Team to develop a new vision and plan for ex-
on the Information Table in the Narthex. Please feel free t€nding the church’s mission and ministry. The team
to take onel of six to eight members will be commissioned by the

congregation, provide brief updates of their work, and
present its newly formulated vision and implementa-
tion plan to Session for study and adoption. Pastor
Matt will bring names of team members to the Ses-
sion for approval at its February meeting.

2006 PICTURE DIRECTORIES will be available in
February. If you have not yet had your picture taken and
would like to, please contact John Dawson at 291-7644.



