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PRESBYTERY'S
PRISON MINISTRY

Crossroads Connection, the Prison Ministry
of Missouri River Valley, is growing in ways only
God imagined. The ministry’s core values state:

“We have been moved by the hopelessness of of-

fenders who have turned to crime to find meaning in
life. We are saddened by the tears of their families.
We are troubled by the impossible task the criminal

justice personnel are asked to do. We are aware of

the psychological, physical, and financial damage to
victims. All are victims; therefore, we must do all
that God wants us to do by healing the hurt, remov-

ing hopelessness and restoring peace that passes hu-

man understanding.”
Because God’'s grace is extended to all,

Crossroads Connection, led in part by the Rev. Roy

Fox (former interim pastor of our church), attempts
to be a community of Christian faith in support of
prisoners, those released, and their families.
ministry does this partly through a weekly worship

service and dinner on Sunday evenings at Under-

wood Hills Presbyterian Church in Omaha.
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living, and serving together in the name of Jesus Christ.”

12. The fellowship committee, led by Linda Craig,

deserves special recognition for their hard work.
Mike Tabler, John Adams, and Dick Brown were

the architects of a delicious meal. The participants
in the Presbyterian Game Show, highlighted by
Scott Irvine, kept us laughing and entertained.

The needs for the Love Dinner were the
driving force for the new family life center that now
stands ready to host many other ministry events.
We give thanks to those that made this signature
event of our church another smashing success.

MEN'’S BIBLE STUDY

The

Our new Saturday morn-
ing men’s group will
meet for breakfast and
Bible study on February
18 at 8 a.m. in the church
Valley Vista Room. All men—no matter their age,
Biblical background, or early morning appearance
(!—are encouraged and welcome to attend. We'll
be done by 9 so as to have time for the rest of our
Saturday activities. Join us.

Pastor Matt, George Thompson, Mike Ta-

bler, and Casey Spring led worship and served din-

BUILDING UPDATE

ner one Sunday night back in December. This Sun-

day, February 19, Pastor Matt will again be leading
the worship service. He’s looking for volunteers

Work continues on the renovation of the
sanctuary. Hanging of the drywall is nearly com-

who m|ght accompany h|m’ he|p serve the mea|’ and plete, the chancel floor will go in next Week, the

become more familiar with this very important min-
istry.

BUILDERS OF THE MONTH

Our builders of the month for February are
everyone who was involved in organizing our first
Love Dinner in our new fellowship hall on February

new sound system is about to be installed, and work
on the new lighting continues as well. Also, the
transformation of our old kitchen into storage and
office space will begin soon.

When will it all be done? The contractor’s
best estimate is late March or early April. Many
thanks to John Perrin and Linda Craig for their
daily management of the project on behalf of the
Building Improvement Committee.



CONGREGATIONAL NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

DEACON HIGHLIGHTS... Deacons met for their HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT "ICE"? It stands
first meeting of 2006 on Januar{.9 New deacons  for "In Case of Emergency" and was the brainchild
were introduced and welcomed. Mary Hughey, of an ambulance paramedic in the UK. When treat-
Mary Bond and Marsha Holbert were re-elected to ing injured individuals he'd look through their mo-
their respective positions of Moderator, Vice Mod- bile/cell phone contacts to locate someone to notify
erator and Secretary for the year 2006. New mem-and gather medical information but had no way to
bers of the board as well as continuing deaconsrecognize which number to call. So here's his great
signed up for our various committees. At our Febru- idea for all cell phone users which has rapidly
ary meeting, Linda Craig gave us a tour of the new spread throughout the world: Simply select a new
church kitchen. We also spent time making Valen- contact in your cell phone book, enter the word
tine treats for our Deacon Buddies. ‘ICE’ and the number of the person you wish to be

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Long time member Jessie contacted. ICE enables paramedics or police to
Smith will celebrate her 97th birthday on Friday, SONtact a designated relative/next-of-kin in an
February 17th. If you would like to send Jessie a emergency situation. If you have a cell phone don't
birthday card, please mail it to Jessie K. Smith, 1702 EUt this oﬁ;;:.QO it right now! Joyce Luster, Senior

Hillcrest Dr., Bellevue, NE 68005. esource Liaison

COLLEGE AND MILITARY CARE PACK- \IQVIRI’EAYER RBEmEMBE'Ei denm'i'l\l‘er
AGES..The Fellowship Committee is collecting

addresses of college and military kids for their an- (cancer treatmen_t), Myrtle Cerven
nual goody packages in March. So, if your son or (recently hospitalized), R_on Luster
daughter is in college, or in the military, please send (surgery), Char McAuliffe, and

their address into the church office no later than Feb- Kim 'Grenon (surgery), members in
ruary 26th. nursing homes and those recover-

ing from iliness.

STILL LOOKING... We continue to be in need of

a new volunteer church librarian. The position
Ir]nainly entails overseeing the check-out and return
of library materials, and the purchasing and catalog-
ing of new books, periodicals, video tapes and
DVDs. If you sense that God might be leading you
BIDDING ON OLD PEWS...As was included in  to this new ministry opportunity, please contact
the February 1st newsletter, Session approved theSarah Clegern, our director of children’s ministry.

open bidding to all members on the choir pews that
: - PRESIDENT'S DAY IS MONDAY, FEBRU-
will no longer be used in the renovated sanctuary. ARY 20th...The Church office will be closed in

So far we have received three bids. For the 2-ft : )

pews the highest bid is $60. For the 4-ft pew the bid observance of this holiday.

is currently $50. There are several 10-ft pews that WELCOME SCHOOL BOARD LOOKING

are available to be bid on as well. Bids will contihnue FOR NEW MEMBERS and we hope you will

to be accepted through the end of February. Theprayerfully consider joining us! We meet once a

pews are in the old Fellowship Hall and can be month and are dedicated to the well being of the

looked at anytime. Please call in your bid to the Welcome School pre-school. Please contact Julie

church office. Thank you! Daugherty-Braun at 292-6165 if you are able to
serve.

HEADS UP! To help you with spring cleaning, the
Fellowship Committee decided tt@nual garage
salewill be held onApril 29™ this year. So hang on

we’ll turn them into dollars for mission projects.
Thanks! Your Fellowship Committee.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

ADULT CLASSES- Sunday morning classes aren't off to a good start! You are invited to watch our
just for children! Two adult classes meet at 9:00. progress by keeping an eye on the cross poster that
What the Bible is All Abouneets in the lower level of is located on the C.E. Bulletin Board. Help cheer

the new facility. This study of the Old Testament is our kids on! Although we have set a monetary goal
for scholars and novices and all those in between. |nt0 attain’ the b|gger lesson is to begin a |ife|0ng

February they will be discussing the prophegifts: habit of giving back a little for all of the blessings
The Joy of Serving Godrou'll find this class in the  that we are given.

Valley Vista room. We’d love to have you join us as
Summer V.B.S.!

we discuss what our spiritual gifts are and how we can
JULY 17-21

use them to fulfill God’s purpose.
Think about your gifts. Can you help?
ing week of learning fun for our kids!
[ ifficult ject f f to h )
abuse is a difficult subject for many of us to hear craft room, games & recreation and the
man, the Trainer in Child Protection Policies for our UMe to join us? Let Sarah know if you are inter-
the problems and discussed ways that we can move YOUTH NEWS
YOU! to all who made it a priority to attend this Our wonderful congregation for teaming up with the

?;\ ww We need an enthusiastic DIRECTOR
We are also seeking teachers and help-
about, it is a very important subject that we must ad- . .
snack station. Can you give of your
presbytery, joined us on January 28th to help us tackle€Sted.
forward in our own church’s child protection policies.
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING - Thank you to
training. Twenty-seven people gave up their Saturday Youth from our church and youth around the world

or CO-DIRECTOR to guide this excit-
SAFETY TRAINING A SUCCESS...Although child ers for all grades (preschool-6th), the
dress on behalf of our children and youth. Shauna Sea-
this issue as it relates to our church. We heard about
Sarah would like to send out a heart-fel[HANK
morning to promote the safety of our church’s young who are committed to ending world hunger. Be-

people. Our discussion and our awareness of the probcause of your generous donation on Februdty 5

lems are two steps in the right direction.
CONNECTIONS & CANNELLONI ...All that the

happy people who attended the last Connections

gathering would tell you: If you ever have a chance

to eat stuffed cannelloni made by Jason Bloom, do

it...and go back for seconds! It was delicious. Many

the youth from First Church will be sending a check
for $296.00 to the Bellevue Food Pantry. By join-
ing forces with the Souper Bowl of Caring our of-
fering helps free people in our community from the
chilling grasp of Hunger and Poverty. Thank you
for making a DIFFERENCE.

thanks to Jennifer and Jason for hosting and to MaryTHE YOUTH WILL BE ENJOYING A SPE-

and Don Wabhonick for being our adult babysitters
that evening. Our next Connections event will be
held in March, as Feb. 18th was in the middle of
Winter Break for Bellevue Public Schools. We’'d
love to see new faces!

OFFERING CHALLENGE UPDATE ...As of last

week, our children (Preschool on up through Sr.
High) had brought in a total of $115 for the worthy
cause of helping Children’s Square. Our goal is
$300 by Easter, so we have a ways to go...but we ar

e

CIAL DAY OF FELLOWSHIP ON FEBRU-
ARY 19™ WITH THE KIDS FROM CEN-
TRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. We will be
going swimming and then back to Central for some
pizza. The cost for this event is or$$.00 We
will meet at First Pres &:00pm and caravan over
to Central. We will be swimming at the College of
St. Mary from 3:30pm-5:30pm  After that it is
back to Central for some pizza and pop. We will be
returning to First Pres arourtd45pm. All parents
will be called by cell phones when we are headed
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YOUTH NEWS LENTEN ACTIVITIES
back to First Church. This sounds like a blast!! Join us during the
Please call Laura Wondra at church or on my cell Lenten Season as we
phone 706-1971 if you have any questions. prepare our hearts and
WORDS TO LIVE BY FOR TEENS minds. Ash Wednes-

day is March 1stand

will be celebrated at
First Presbyterian with Avery Presbyterian. Dinner
will be at 6:00 p.m. Please bring soup to share.
Worship will follow at 7:00 p.m.

Mercy
1. compassionate or kindly forbearance shown to-
ward an offender, an enemy, or other person in one’s
power

2. Biblical: God's compassion towards his people. We will continue our tradition of Thursday evening

Personal: a habit of kindness; a habit of forgiveness. Lenten supperson the following dates:

“He that demands mercy and shows none ruins themMarch 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 6 Supper will be at

bridge over which he himself is to pass.” Thomas 6:00 p.m., followed by a short worship service.

Adams We will also continue the tradition ¢doly Week

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his Prayer Breakfasts during the week ofpril 10
mercies never come to an end; they are new every through 14.

morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamenta-
tions 3:22-23 NIRSV

“Your own soul is nourished when you are kind,
but you destroy yourself when you are cruel” Prov-

: dates!
erbs 11:17 NLT

Maundy Thursday is April 13 and we will have a
worship service at 7:00 p.m.

Please mark your calendar for these important



